Our heritage is richer for some of the courses set by others. What we
wish to do with this marvelous legacy remains to be seen. The
challenge and opportunity are here.
— John C. Norman, M.D., F.A.C.S.
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Important Dates
SBAS 2019 Annual Meeting
Weill Cornell Medical College in New York, NY
April 25–27, 2019
Abstract Deadline November 30th

Society of Surgery of the Alimentary
Tract (SSAT) Dr. Steven Stain President
Annual Meeting May 18th-21st
Abstract Deadline December 1st

SBAS
Meeting
Dr.Annual
Andrea
Hayes-Jordon

MD
Featured on Local News Media

From the SBAS Membership Committee

Q &A with the Membership Committee
Dr. Sean McLean
What are the benefits of being a member?
Being a member of SBAS exposes one to an organization of surgeons that are
dedicated to nurturing the careers and increasing the presence of Black Surgeons
at all levels of Academic Surgery. SBAS provides many opportunities for one to
network and receive formal and in-formal mentorship. In addition, SBAS provides
programs such as the SBAS Leadership Institute and the NIH/SBAS grant writing
seminar that provides a formal structure for supporting the growth of members.
The benefits of SBAS cannot always be quantified in material terms, but for those
that participate in the organization there are numerous opportunities to receive the
necessary mentorship to advance one’s career as an academic surgeon.
Am I eligible to become a member of SBAS?
If you are a medical student, surgical resident, surgical fellow, or a faculty
member SBAS has a membership category for you. A member is defined as “…an
academic surgeon of any surgical subspecialty recognized by the American Board
of Medical Subspecialties. “Fellow” of SBAS must be academic surgeons certified
by the American Board of Medical Specialties or is sub-boards and holding a
faculty appointment in a university, university affiliate, free standing department
of surgery, an institution within a hospital, or an institute of the NIH. Fellows are
voting members in the business affairs of the organization, can serve on
committees, and may hold an office within the organization. All other members
(trainees and students) are designated as “Associate Members”. Associate
members are not voting members. They may serve on a committee but cannot hold
an office.

Dr. Hayes-Jordon,
Division Chief of
Pediatric Surgery at
the University of
North Carolina at
Chapel Hill was
featured on local
news outlet WRAL.
“I applied the first time and I did not
get in…After the third time, her
mentor stepped in. “And said, ‘hey
she’s very qualified, she’s wonderful,
why haven’t you accepted her?’ And
Is there an application process?
one of the surgeons said, 'We just can’t
Yes, applicants are required to complete the application form at www.sbas.net
take a chance on a black woman,'"
including: Current photo, CV, Letter of reference from the Department Chairman
Hayes-Jordan said. “In 1998, you
and from a faculty member familiar with your achievements.
wouldn’t expect that there were no
5.
The
application materials and letters (directly from the source) should be
black female pediatric surgeons in the
emailed
to info@sbas.net. The application will then be processed by the
United States. So, this was quite a
Secretary
of SBAS. The applicant will then be at the next executive committee
hurdle to clear.” See full interview at
business meeting. All applicants from the year are then submitted for approval
https://www.wral.com/news/local/vide
from the SBAS general body at the business meeting during our annual
o/17788393/.
meeting.

Dr. Edward Barksdale MD

Is there a cost to be a member?
Yes, Dues are as follows:
Dr. Barksdale Featured in
Fellows (Faculty)- $400
Case Western University
Residents/Fellows- $100
Hospital’s annual report.
https://www.uhhospitals.org Medical Students- $25
/about-uh/publications/UHAnnual-Report/2017annual-report

Once a member, how do I become involved in the organization?
The best way to become involved is through participation on a committee that is
interesting to you. Once you are a member please contact the At-Large Member.
Colin A. Martin (cmartn7@uab.edu). He will assign you to a committee of your
preference.

SBAS Member News and Accomplishments
Dr. Anthony Watkins MD

Dr. Watkins, Assistant Professor of Surgery, Weill Cornell Medical College in New
York, and local program chair for the SBAS the 2019 Annual meeting was featured in
article at Reuters.com titled: Minority doctors in US residency programs routinely face
racism. Watkins:“…He remembers one surgeon’s story in particular. “When he walked
into the operating room, they started telling him what needed to be cleaned,” Watkins
said. “He told them, ‘I am the surgeon…Watkins himself had a similar experience. “I
walked in to talk to a patient,” he told Reuters Health in a phone interview. “I
introduced myself and as soon as I finished taking the history and doing the physical,
the patient asked, ‘When am I going to see Dr. Watkins?” Full article:
https://webmail.chsys.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=OjiBszUiA8C9dfStkSKpwSu1xgJIUmh
mXvwtxi77r2xCgctK1E3WCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.reuters.com%2farticle%
2fus-health-minorities-medical-trainees%2fminority-doctors-in-us-residency-programsroutinely-face-racism-idUSKCN1M822I

Dr. Electron Kebebew, Professor of Surgery at Stanford University was installed as the Harry
Oberhelman Mark Welton Endowed Professor.
Dr. Lisa Newman, an internationally renowned breast surgeon and researcher, has been appointed
chief of the Section of Breast Surgery at New York-Presbyterian/Weill Cornell Medical Center and
Weill Cornell Medicine, effective Aug. 20. At the New York-Presbyterian David H. Koch Center.
Dr. Fabian Johnston Associate Professor of Surgery at Johns Hopkins University is the 2018
Recipient of the American College of Surgeons Claud Organ Jr. Travelling Fellowship.
Dr. Colin Martin Associate Professor of Surgery at the University of Alabama at Birmingham is the
2018 recipient of Association of Academic Surgery Royal Australasian College of Surgeons Visiting
Fellowship.
Dr. Robert Higgins, Chief of Surgery Johns Hopkins University, was recently inducted into the
Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh.

